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LETTER 
From a MINISTER 


OF THE 
Church of England 
A To a Diſſenting PARISH1ONER 

Fat OF THE | 
Presbyterian Perſwaſion. js 
N EIGHBOUR, 


|] Hope you will take my Word ſo far as to Believe 


me, when I aſſure you, that the only Motive, which 
hath induced me to apply my ſelf in this manner to 
you, is my Earneſt and Hearty Deſire of your Spiri- 

tual and Eternal Welfare, which I cannot but think you 
reatly hazard by your Separation from our True and Eſta- 
liſhed Church. | 
Could you Separate from our Communion without 
Sinning thereby , you ſhould for me haye been let Alone 
to follow your own Inclinations. But foraſmuch as I well 
know, that, whilſt you thus Pleaſe your ſelf, you moſt 
highly Diſpleaſe God; I aw therefore bound, as your — 0 
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4 A Letter from a Miniſter 
ritual Watchman, to give you timely and plain notice 
of the Fatal danger you expoſe your ſelf to, by being a 
Separatiſt. 

That you are not your ſelf Apprehenſive of your being in 
any ſuch danger, is not a ſufficient Argument that you are 
not ſo, Sure I am, that common Prudence obliges a man, 


when he is ſoberly forewarned of any danger attending 


him, not inmediatly to flight the Warning, becauſe he 
himſelf doth not ſee the Danger, but on the contrary to 
look carefully about him, and to enter. upon a ſtrict 
Examination, whether his condition be fo ſaſe and ſe- 
cure as he takes it to be, and to this end impartially to 
weigh whatever is offered to convince him, that he is 
not out of Danger. 

I am therefore willing to think, that mere common Pru- 
dence will fo far prevail upon you, as to give this paper 
the Reading more than Once, and Seriouſly to conſider 


the Seycral Particulars therein contained: and that the 


Contents may be the more Effectual to the Good of your 
Soul, I muſt defire you not to fail before and at the Read- 
ing thereof, humbly and earneſtly to beg of God, that by 
his Grace he would remove from you, whateyer may prove 
an Hindrance to your clear and right undetſtanding of the 
Arguments, which are here made uſe of to diſcover to you 
the Sinfull Error you are in, and to prevent the ſad and 
fatal Conſequences thereof. J 


I ſhall- reduce What I have to offer under theſe Heads: 


I. I ſhall prove, that You are indiſpenſably obliged 
to follow the Rules and Directions of Such, as are duly 
authorized to be the Governours of that part of the Chri- 
ſtian Church which is within this Kingdom, and that in 
All things by them required of you which are not Sinfull. 


2. Lſhall: proye, that the Governours of that part of 


the Chriſtian Church which is within this Kingdom, are 
(ſo far. forth as concerns the Controverſy between us and 
von) Thoſe we now adays call Biſnoßs. 
3. I ſhall prove, that nothing Sinfull is required of you 
by the Governours of our Church: whence it * 
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Zo a Diſentiug Pariſhionev. 5 
low, that there can be, no warrantable Excuſe or Argu- 
ment for your reſuſing to obſerve the Rules of our Church, 
and for your withdrawing on that Account ſrom your 
Patiſh Congregation. ,._- EN or | 
4. A8 2 Rat er Confirmation of the Unwarrantablcnels 
of your Separation, I [hall ſhew the weakneſs of the Ob- 
jections and Pleas made uſe of by you gr your Forty: ' 
. And then I ſhall in the Jaſt place earnelUly ex ort 
ou from. the Conſideration of what hath been laid be- 
ore you, to Repent of your Great and Hainous Sin, and 
not to ſuffer any Temporal or Selfiſh Conſiderations to 
keep you from Acknowledging your Error, and from Re- 
concdling yourſelf to the Church, and thereby through 
the Head thereof, Chriſt Jeſus, to Gd. 


a4 a.4 3 


1 


I. I am to prove, that bar are under an indiſpenſable 
Obligation to follow the, Rules and Ditections of ſuch 
as are duly authorized to govern that part of the Chri- 
ſtian Church, Which is within this Nation, and that in 
All things by them required of you, Which are not Sinfull. 
I might urge Several Texts to this Purpole, but think 
it very ſufficient to mention only One as being full and 
plain in reference to the Caſe before us, I mean Hieb. 13. 17. 
Obey them that have the rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves Me. 

ich Precept that it is to be. underſtood of Obedience 
and Submiſſion to Spiritual Rulers, is evident ſrom tho 
ollowing part of the Verſe, for they warch ſy, Ja Souls c. 
So that from this Text it appears 


Nenn“ 
enn v1 a me ri if nes Bu EEE S is, 1 1 
ff. That in the Catholick or Univetſal Church, and 
conſequently in (every diſt in&t Part thereof, that is,) 
every National Church there are ſoine, whoſe Office it 
is to Rule, and therefore among other things to give 


* * 5 


Rules and Directions concerning all Circumſfances Re- 
lating to the Church, that are left Undetermined by Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles. And indeed I. deſire any one to give 
a, more Rational and true Aggount, why ſo many, and 
thoſe not inconſiderable Circumſtances relating to the 
Church were not determined and ſetiled by Chriſt * 
Hui. | © = 


6 A Letter from a Minifter 
his Apoſtles, than this, us, that the Wiſdom of God well 
knew, that on Account of the great Diverſity of Cuſtoms 
in different Countries, and of Affaits in different Ages, it 
would be by far moſt expedient for the Good of the 
Church to leave ſuch Circumſtances to be from time to 
time ordered and appointed by the reſpective Rulers there- 
of within their reſpective Juriſdictions, accordingly as 
they ſhould Judge moſt proper and convenient, in reſe- 
rence to the different Cuſtoms of the different Countries, 
and the different poſture of Affairs in the different Ages 
wherein they ſhould live. e che FO 

And for the further Confirmation of this Point, and 
your clearer underſtanding the Neceſſity of Believing and 
Allowing Church-Governours, to have full Authority to 
give Rules and Directions in all Circumſtances relating 
to the- Charch, and not ſettled by Chriſt and his Apo- 
files, I ſhall deſcend to inſtance in ſuch Circutnſtances as 
appertain to Divine Worſhip. * le 

You know that St Paul has given this General Rule 
in reference to Divine Worſhip, Let all things be dome De- 
cently and in Order, x Cor. 14. 40. But no particular Rules 
relating to the ſeveral Circumſtances of Decency and Or- 
der are to be expreſf5ly met with in the Scriptures; and 
therefore it neceflanily follows, Either that Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles have been Deficient in not making and leaving 


behind them ſuch Rules, as are requiſite to the Decency 


and Order of Divine 91 7 or elſe that they have made 


due Proviſion for the ſame ſome other way; Namely, by 
22 a full Authority to be tranſmitted through the 


ſeveral Ages of the Church to certain Perſons, who ſhould 
thereb duly Authoriz'd to make all ſuch Rules, as 
ſhould be requiſite for the Decent and Orderly performance 
of Divine Worſhip, I have ſo much charity for you, 
Neighbour, as to think you will not abett and main- 
tain fo wicked an affertion, as that Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
have not duely provided for the Decency and Order of 
Religious Worſhip ; and therefore you muſt aſſent to the 
Truth of the Latter Conſequence, that the Rulers (of 
the Catholick Church, and conſequently of nas 
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To a Diſſenting Pariſhioner. 7 
ſtinct part thereof, that is,) of . Church, 
have good and full Authority to make Such Canons or 
Rules, as they ſhall judge requiſite to the end of havin 
Divine Worſhip Decenily and Orderly performed , = 
by conſequence to direct the People how they are to be- 
have. themſelves, through the Several Parts of Divine 
Service; when they are to Kneel, when to Stand, when 
to Bow, &c, | 

And by the like Argument it may be proved, that 
Church-Governours have full power to order, how the 
Miniſter ſhall behave himſelf during each part of Divine 
Service, as alſo what Prayers he {hall make uſe of, what 
Habit he ſhall officiate in, &, _ 

Again by the Same Sort of Argument it will follow, . 
that the Rulers of the Church have full Power to appoine 
Holy-Days ; as alſo to make and appoint all Such Officers 
(even over and above thoſe appointed by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles) as they ſhall judge convenient for the well-go- 
verning of the Church, and conſequently to make Arch- 


Biſhops , Arch-Deacons , Chancellors , Officials, Appari- 


tors, &c. 

As therefore it appears from what has been faid, that 
there are in the Church Perſons, whoſe Office it is to 
Rule, and therefore tro Order and Appoint All Circum- 
ſtances appertaining to the Church, and not determined 
by Chriit and his Apoſtles; fo from what follows it will 
appear allo, 


2d, That All other Chriſtians are bound in Con- 
. wat to Obey and Submit to the ſaid Rulers of the 
urch. NN 
This is no other than the plain and expreſs Importance 
of the ſorementioned Heb, 13. 17. and that the Obedience 
and Submiſſion required in the ſaid Text is to extend to 


All ſuch Rules and Orders of Church- Governours, as 


are not Sinfull, will evidently appear from the following 
Conſiderations. 112 
It is an undeniable and ſelf-evident Truth, that the 


Notion of a Ruler doth neceſſarily ſuppoſe Some to be 
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8 A Letter from a Miniſter 
under his Rule; and therefore it follows, that as far as 
the Power of the Ruler doth extend on one tide, fo far 
on the other fide is to be extended the Obedience of thoſe 
that are under his Rule. Since therefore it hath been 
proved above, that Church-Governours have full power 
to make Rules concerning all Circumſtances relating to 
the Church ,- which are not predetermined in Scripture : 
it will neceſſarily follow, that all other Members of the 
Chirch are bound to yield Obedience to all ſuch their 
Rules and Determinations. ron 
Again, the forementioned Fb. 13. 17, hath no Limi- 
tation annexed, whereby the Obedience therein required 
is reſtrained only to ſuch matters as are determined by 
Chtiſt and his Apoſtles; neither can ſuch a Limitation be 


infetred from any other Text: and therefore no reaſon can 


be given, why the Obedience (we are ſpeaking of) ſhould 
be underftood in a reſtrained Senſe. e 

Futther, it is to be confidered, that no Chriſtian can 
reaſonably be ſuppoſed to ſcruple giving Obedience to 
what is expreſsly commanded by Chriſt and his Apoſtles; 


and thereſore if the Obedience required in the forecited 


Heb. 13. 17. is to be underſtood to extend no further than 


to what is ſo expreſsly commanded in the Scriptares, then 


there ſeems to have been no Occalion left for the Inſpired 
Writer to give any ſuch Precept. On this Account, it is 
much more Rational to ſuppoſe, that the Inſpired Writer 


foreſeeing that in after Ages ſome might ariſe, who (out 


of Anon, of Fenn the like might refuſe to 


obey the Rulers of the Church in ſuch things as were 


not detetmined in the Scripture, therefore thought it ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to give Directions Suitable to this caſe, 


& expreſsly to require all Chriſtians to Obey their Church- 
Rulers without Any ſuch Limitation, that is, in things Not 
determined in the Scriptures, u well as thoſe that are 
Determined. pads, . SONIA MP 

« Nay, that the Obedience to Church-Rulers required in 


the aforeſaid Text, is to be underſtood Principally and X 
Chiefly in teference to things determined only by their 


Authority, may be farther argned from Propriety of re. 
FOR At n 
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To a Difſenting Pariſhioner. 9 
And this will appear from the Diſtinction made uſe of 
by St Paul, 1 Cor. 2. For Verſe 10, where he delivers 
what was by our Saviour himſelf injoyned to Married Per- 
ſons, having at firſt ſaid, Unto the Married I command, he 
preſently recalls himſelf as having Spoken leſs accurately, 
and Subjoyns, yet not J, (that is, in ſtrict propriety of 
Speech, not I) but the Lord. And in like manner, V. 12. 
he ſays, But to the reft Speak I, (that is, more properly, I,) 
not the Lord. viz. by any expreſs Command or Determina- 
tion in Scripture. Now according to this Diſtinction: 
founded on Propriety of Speech, and obſerved by St Paul 
himſelf, it will follow in reſpe& to the Caſe before us, 
that to obſerve or do what is exprefsly commanded in 
Scripture , is to obey God himſelf, and not (Properly) 
the Rulers of the Church; and that we can then only be 
faid to obey ( Properly) the Church-Rulers themſelves, 
when we obſerve or do ſomewhat commanded by Them, 
— it be not commanded in Scripture. And there- 
fore the Obedience required Feb. 13. 17. muſt in Propracty 
of Speech be underſtood Principally & Chiefly in reference: 
to Such things as are determined (not by the Scripture, but) 
by the Canons or Directions of the Church-Rulers. - 
There is ſtill remaining one Conſideration more, Which 
will further confirm the Truth of what I am proving, 
and which is contained expreſsly in the Text ſo often, ci- 
ted, Heb. 13. 17. wherein it is ſaid not only, obey them 
that have the Rule over you, but alſo tis further added, and 
ſubmit your ſelves.' Now we are then properly ſaid to 
ſubmit our ſebves to thote that have the Rule over us, when 
though we think we have reaſon not to like what is com- 
manded, yet out of Deference and due reſpect to Autho- 
rity we fubmit our own Judgements and Opinions to that 
of our Governours, and yield Obedience to the thing com · 
manded, though we cannot cordially approve of it. Such 
is the Genuine meaning of Submiſſion in General, and 
therefore when we are bid in the forecited text to Sub- 
mit our ſelves to the Rulers of the Church, tis the ſame 
as if the Holy Pen-Man had ſaid thus: Though it may 
* ſometimes happen, that the Rulers of the Church may 

| * enjoyn 


10 A Letter from a Minifter 
* enjoyn ſuch things, as ſome Membegs of the Church may 
r not like of in their own Opinions; yet it is the Duty of 
& all ſuch, Members of the Church, to Submit their Judge- 
© ments to the Judgements of their Rulers, and to com- 
* ply with their Injunctions by an Actual and Punctual 
Obedience. And ſurely ſuch a Submiſſion is no leſs 
than what is abſolutely neceſſary to preſerve the Peace of 
the Church, which: as it is of the higheſt conſequence 
to the Churches Welfare, fo cannot but be quickly broken, 
if every one ſhould be left free to follow his own Pti- 
— — and Opinion in matters not determined 
in the Scriptures. Hence it cannot be tationally doubted 
but Chriſt hath taken due care for the Preſervation of 
the Churches Peace, namely, 'by not leaving it to every 

ivate Perſon to follow his own Judgement and Humour 
in Religious matters, hut by ſtrictly commanding him 
to obey and Submit to the Rulers of the Church in all 
things relating to Religion, which are not determined in 
Scripture: I ſay in All things; for the Precept is with- 
out any Limitation, either expreſt in the Text, or to be 
zterred from any other Text, ſaving only that General 
Limitation, which is required by the Analogy. of Faith to 
be always ſuppoſed, and which excludes only Such Things 
as ate Sinfull. 2 ih 

And therefore I have thus largely proved the Firſt Head 
above laid down : namely, that you ate Indiſpenſably 
obliged to follow the Rules and Directions of Such as 
are duly Authorized to govern that part of the. Chriſtian 
Church which is within this Kingdom, and that in All 
things by them required of you which are not Sinfull. 


II. I proceed now to the Second Head above laid 
down: namely to prove, that the Governours of that 
Part of the Chriſtian Church which is within this King- 
dom, are ( fo far forth as concerns the Controverſy be- 
eween.us and you) Thoſe we now. adays call Biſhops. 

That Chriſt did leave the Government of his Church to 
his Apoſtles, is ſo evident from Scripture, as not to be 
denied by any Sober man. And that the Order of * 
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To a Diſſenting Pariſbioner. 11 
Niles was diſtinct from what we now call the Order of 
Presbyters or Prieſts, and the ſame with What we now call 
the Order of Biſhops, is fairly to be gathered from the 
New Teſtament it ſelf, and is evident beyond all Con- 
tradition both from the Writings of the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians (particularly of 7gratins, who lived and converſed 
with the Apoſtles of our Saviour, and therefore muſt be 
ſuppoſed perſectly to Underſtand the Form of Goyern- 
ment, which they eſtabliſhed in the Church) as alſo 
from the Concurrent Practice of the Catholick or Uni- 
verſal Church, which all along from the Apoſtles time 
nite down to the Reformation preſerved the three di- 
fink Orders of the Miniſtry , and was every where go- 
verned by Biſhops. Infomuch that a Presbyterian Govern- 
ment was neyer heard of in the Church till after the Re- 
formation; which Bleſſed Work when the Devil could 
not hinder, he made uſe of all his Cunning to blaſt the 
Fruits thereof : and he did it in no reſpect more, than in 
violating the Apoſtolical Form of Church Government 
till that time univerſally received, and thereby Breaking the 
Peace of the Church to this very day. | 
Since therefore our Bleſſed Saviour left the Governme 
of the Church to his Apoſtles; and ſince thoſe only, whom 
we now call Biſhops, are of the Apoſtolical Order, and 
ſo ſacceed the Apoſtles in their Office and the Govern- 
ment of the Church: it neceflarily follows, that only the 
Biſhops of this our Kingdom can, according to the In- 
ſtitution of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, be the true Govern- 
ours of that Part of the Chriſtian Church which is with. 
in this Kingdom. | 5 ff 4 
I might enlarge a great deal more on the Proof of this 
Point; but that I have ſomewhat: experienced, that after 
the greateſt Evidence that can be deſired from Antiquity 
in this caſe, there is at laſt an Evaſion ready to be made 
aſe of by you: namely, that you are not Scholar enough 


to enter into the Merits of this Controverſy, and fo to be 


able to determine for your ſelf by your own Judgement. 
Well, what then is the true Conſequence: of this? Is it 


not, that you. ought, in all ſuch; Caſes too difficult for 


your 


12 Letter from a Mmiſier © 
your ſelf to determine, to betake your ſelf to him who is 
appointed by God to be your Immediate Guide in all Re- 
ious matters, that is, to your Pariſh-Miniſter 2 For it 
having been ſhewn, that the Biſhops, are thoſe, to wh 
the Government of this National Church is committ 
according to the Inſtitution of Chriſt and his Apoſtles; 
will follow, that whoſoever is duly appointed to be your 
Miniſter by your proper Biſhop, is in effect appointed to 
be ſo by Chriſt Himſelf; and conſequently to Neglect 
and Forſake ſuch your Miniſter, is to affront the Autho- 
— of Chriſt Himſelf. Whence you may learn, that in 
pect to the Church tis no more left to your own Will 
or Choice, whom you will look upon as the True Pax 
ſtor or Miniſter, than in reſpect to the State tis left to 
your own Will or Choice, whom you will look upon as 
the Conſtable: &c. but as He that is duly appointed by 
the Citi] Magiſtratęe to be the Conſtable of the Pariſh, is 
to be acknowledged as the Conſtable: ſo He that is duly 
appointed by the proper Spiritual Magiſtrate to be the Mi- 
niſter of the Pariſh, is to be acknowledged on all accounts 
as the Miniſter or Paſtor, and as ſuch is to be the Guide 
in Spiritual matters. Wherefore I ſhall cloſe the Head I 
am now upon with this Conſideration, which (if duly. 
weigh'd ) cannot but convince you, that tis at leaſt more 
ſafe for you to have recourſe to your on Miniſter in all 
Doubtfull and Difficult-Caſes, and to be by hun: guided 
therein; than to reſort to any other perſon, at leaſt with- 
out his Advice or Approbation. Pray then conlider with 
your ſelf, that ſuppoſing the very Worſt ſhould happen 
to you, which can poſſibly happen, by following the Di- 
rections of your. own Miniſter: namely, that your Miniſter 
ſhould miſguide you in a matter too difficult for your ſelf 
to judge of; yet you may then very reſonably Rely on 
God's Mercy for the ſorgiveneſs of your Error in this caſe, 
becanſe you make uſe of the proper means appointed by 
God for your Inſtruction, and fo the Error becomes not 
properly Vour's, but yqur Miniſter's. Whereas on the other 
nd whilſt you ſuffer your ſelf to be thus miſled by a 
Teacher of your on chooſing, you can have no many 
1590 | ner 


4 r A... ot ow IAA. ALE. as 


SS a WH T3 ww” wo 5 oo oY © 


To a Diſtenting Pariſhioner. 13 
ner of reaſon to expect God's Mercy in forgiving your 
Sinfull Error, foraſmuch as it ariſes from your own Pre- 
ſumption in taking upon you to make choice of 

own Guide, and from your refuſing to follow the Di- 
rections of him, who is appointed by God to be your Spi- 
ritual Guide. And Surely One Sin is ſo far from Excuſing, 


that it muſt neceſſarily Aggravate any Other Sins conſe» 
quent thereupon; your Diſobedience to God in _— 
wi 


- your true Miniſter cannot excuſe, but on the contrary 


encreaſe the Sinſullneſs of any Error you fall into by ſuck 
a Diſobedience; and ſuch an Error becomes your own 
Error, becauſe you will take upon you to chooſe him, who 
thus miſleads you, to be your Spiritual Guide. | 


III. I proceed now to the Third Head above under- 


taken to be made ont unto you, which is to ſnew, That 


Nothing Sinfull is required of you by the Biſhops or Go- 
vernours of our Church, and therefore that there can be 
no Warrantable Excuſe or Argument for your refuſing to 
Obſerve the Rules of our Church, or for your with- 


drawing on that Account from your Pariſh-Congrega- 


tion. And this matter will take up no long time to 
proved. For St John aſſures us, that nothing is Sn, but 
what is a Tranſgreſiion of the Law of God, 1 3- 4+ but 
now the Rulers of our Church require nothing of you, 
that is a Tranſgreflion of God's Law; and therefore they 
require nothing of you, that is Sinfull. 

is needleſs to ſtand reckoning up all the Particulars re- 
lating to our Church-Communion, when all that I cam 
or need ſay of them, is, that there is not Any One of 
them which is pay any Precept in the whol- Scripture 
and conſequently there is not Any One of them which 
is Sinfall : No, neither wearing of the Surplice, nor Bow- 
ing at the Name of Jeſus or towards the Altar, nor Kneel- 
ing particularly at the Sacrament, nor the Croſs in Baptiſm, 
nor a Set Form of Prayer, nor any other Particular re- 
lating to our Church-Communion, is any where forbid 
in Scripture; and therefore Each and All of them may be 
enjoyned and commanded by the Rulers of our Church, 


by 
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by Virtue of the Authority entruſted with them to deter- 
mine and appoint all Matters left undetermined by Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles. : 

What Excuſe therefore or Argument can be left for your 
Separation from our Church, and whence can it proceed 
but from Ignorance, Humour or Obſtinacy? I know in- 
deed, that you are wont to make many Objeftions againſt 
our Church, and to make uſe of Some Pleas in Defence 
of your Separation; Wherefore 


IV. As a further Confirmation of the Unwarrantable- 
neſs of your Separation, I proceed in the next place to 
ſhew the Weakneſs of Such Objections and Pleas, as are 
made uſe of by you or your Party. 


Obj. 1. I ſhall begin with thoſe Objections you draw 
from Texts of Scripture miſunderſtood or at leaſt miſap- 
plied ; of which ſort the farit T [hall mention is Afar. 15. 9. 
But in vain they do worſhip me, teaching for Doftrines the Com- 
mandments of Men, Now this Text is generally urged by 
your Writers againſt obſerving the Rules and Orders of 
our Church, as being the Commandments of Men, or (in 
the Gommon Language) Humane Ordinances. But with © | 
how little Reaſon this Text is thus wreſted by your Party © 
againſt the Rules of our Church, will quickly appear. 
For if you conſult the former part of the Chapter, you 
will find that our Saviour 1s therein Speaking only againſt 
ſuch Traditions or Commandments of Men, as did zranſ- 
greſs the Commandments of God, verſe 3. and make the Command- 
ments of God of none eſſect, verſe 6. But do's it therefore 
follow, that Chriſt forbids us to obſerve ſnch Command- 
ments of Men, as do not tranſgreſs the Law of God? Tis 
readily granted to you, that if the Rules of our Church 
do tranſgreſs the Commandments of God, (as did thoſe 
of the Jews ſpoken againſt by our Saviour in this dara 
then they ought not to be obeyed by you: But becauſe 
none of the Rules of our Church do any ways tranſgreſs 
the Commandments of God, therefore it follows, that 
they are not ſuch Commandments of Men, as are . 

on 
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To a Diſſenting Pariſhioner. 15 
den by Chriſt to be obſerved and obeyed. Again, Chrift 
rebukes the Jews for teaching ſuch their Traditions far 
Doctrines, that is, making them of Equal Obligation and 
Neceſſity with the Commandments of God. And what 
is that to the Rules of our Church, which we do by no 


Þ means teach for Doctrines, chat is, to be of Equal Obh- 


gation with the Commandments of God : for as much as 
the Corhmandments of God are for ever Unchangeable 
by the Rulers of our Church; whereas the Rules of our 
Church are allowed to be Changeable by our Church- 
Rulers, when they {ball think fit and proper ſo to do ac- 
cording to the Circumſtances of Times and Affaits. 

To this you may reply; that if the Rites and Ceremo- 
nies enjoined by our Church are not of Equal Obligation 


and Neceflity with the Commands of God, why then is 


the Obſervation of them ſo much Inſiſted upon, and why 
are they not rather Altered and Taken away, that fo the 
Diſſenters may join Communion with us? Many and 
vety good Reaſons may be aſligned for the Same. What 


; + though the Commandments of a Father are not of Equal 
2 Obligation and Neceflity with the Commandments of 


God, yet may not the Father for all this juſtly Inſiſt upon 
his Children's r to his Commands ? Nay 
is it not much more fitting, that the Children ſhould 
comply with the Commands of their Father, than the 
Father alter or revoke his Commands, only to comply 
with the Humour and Perverſneſs of his Children? And 
the Caſe is juſt the ſame between the Rulers of our Church, 
and thoſe that Diſſent from the Church; for as much as 
the Rulers of our Church are Spiritual Fathers, and che 
Diſſenters are ſo many Untoward Children, who refuſe 
due Obedience without any good ground. Moreover the 

at Reaſon ſuggeſted in this Objection for Altering, or 
Taking away our Ceremonies is the Gaining of Difſenters 


>” thereby; but now in reality you muſt own this to be no 


other than a mere Sham or Pretence. For I deſire to 
know, what Diſſenters will be gained to our Church by 
ſach a Method alone? We — 2 take away not only Ce- 
remonies but alſo the Sacraments, before the Quaker will 

; joyn 


ſuch who are under the ſaid Authority : and conſequently 


* 
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Jon with us: We muſt take away not only Ceremonies, 

t alſo Infant-Baptiſm, before the Anabaptiſt will joyn 
with us: We muſt take away not only Ceremonies, but 
alſo, the whole Order of Biſhops, before the Presbyterian 
and Independent will joyn with us : and therefore, pray 
Neighbour, what ſort of Diſſenters is to be gained, only 
by. Altering and Taking away our Ceremonies » Pray what 


is become of your Specious Argument for Altering our 


Preſent Conſtitution out of hopes of Gaining Diſſenters, 
when you ſee that (if they be ſincere and true to their 
Principles) none of them are to be Gained only by 
changing ſuch Rites end Ceremonies, as are of Humane 
Inſtitution ? Ne Eger | 

And now pray conſider, what is become of the Obje- 
ction, with which you are wont to make ſuch an Out- 
cry againſt our Ceremonies: wiz. that they are only Hu- 
mane Ordinances > how quickly is All the Force of this 
Objection quite broken and took away, only by ſhewing 
that the Text made uſe of by you to this purpoſe, do's 
by no means ſigniſie what you would have it? For you 
may ſee from what hath been faid, that our Saviour for- 
bids the Obſeryance only of Such Humane Ordinances 
as ate inconſiſtent with the Law of God: All other Hu- 
mane Ordinances (made by due Authority either in 
Church or State) are according to Scripture to be con- 
ſgentiouſly and ſtrictly obeyed and ſubmitted to, by all 


the Diſhke of ſuch Humane Ordinances by thoſe who 
ſhould obey them, can by no means be a good Argu- 
ment for their being Altered or Taken away. 


Obj. 2. Another Text made uſe of by your Party is, 
Col. 2. 18. and 23. For from thence you are wont to in- 
fer, that tis unlawfull to comply with the Rites and Ce- 
remonies of our Church, becauſe they are ſo. many Acts 
or Circumſtances of Mill. Nonſbip. But now it will ap- 
pear, that this Text likewiſe is altogether miſapplied by 
you, and makes nothing againſt the Obſervation of out 
Ceremonies. For the Voluntary Humility or Worſhip- 
| | ping 
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To a Diſſeuting Pariſhioner. 17 
ping there ſpoken againſt , as that, which was paid by 
ſome of the Ancient Hereticks to Angels, as is plain from 
the expreſs words of the Text, Let no man beguile you of 
your reward in a Voluntary Flumility and Worſhiping of An» 
gels. And therefore how 1s this Text againſt our Cere- 
monies? Doth any One of our Rites or Ceremonies tend 
any ways to the Worlhipping of Angels or any Creature 
whatever? You cannot ſay it. If therefore all the Wor- 
ſhip which 1s expreſt by our Ceremonies, be directed only 
and immediately to God the proper Object of our Wor- 
ſhip, then there can be no hurt in them, though they are 
Voluntary : nay, on the contrary, we learn from many 
Inſtances of Scripture, that the more Voluntary any Acts 
of our Religious Worſhip are, ſo much the more Accepta- 
ble are they to God. Moreover, there is no danger of 
your being guilty of Will-Worſhip (were it a Sin) by 
complying with the Rules of our Church, for as much as 
thereby you will do only what 1s Commanded you by 
8 > your Rulers, and that only out of bounden Duty to 
25 them, and not of your own Will or Choice; and con- 
ſequently your Compliance with the Rules of our Church 
_— after ſuch a manner cannot poſſibly beWill-Worſhip in you. 
es And thus you may ſee, that the forecited Text concerning 
Will-Worſhip doth by no means belong to your Caſe, 
and therefore can by no means be any Juſtification for your 
refuling to Obſerve the Rites & Ceremonies of our Church. 


—— 
1 „ dM 
0 42 3 
— . - * _ 2 
4 - 4 
os th, > * 46.5 at r 5 * P 
% . Ju" » m1 a. 4 — WW 2 2 
* X . — 
* — * — - . — 8 ore 6 . 
82 3 * 4 1313 Wy 
, * - N * 
8 + LS 3 j 
„ 2 ” 


Obj. 3. Another Text objected by you is, 1 Theſſ. 5. 19. 
Quench not the Spirit: whence. you infer, that you cannot 
approve of Forms of Prayer, becauſe they tend in your 
Opinion to Quench the Spirit, i. e. according to your 
Interpretation of the words, to reſtrain or hinder the Exer- 
ciſe of the Gift of Prayer. I ask therefore, In whom do 
ſet Forms of Prayer Quench the Spirit? in the Minifter or 
People? Surely, you cannot fay in the People, becauſe 
they are only to joyn with the Miniſter, and ſo are not 
+ themſelves to make uſe of the Gift of Prayer in the Pub- 
lick Congregations. And therefore their Spirit muſt be 
equally quenched or reftrain'd, 88 the Miniſter uſe 


A 


i 
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a ſet Form of Prayer or Extemporary Prayer. So thi 
this Text can by no means warrant Your not Attending 


our Publick Prayers on any account of Your Own, Lou | 


being of the Laity, and ſo in no more danger of having 
your Spirit Quenched by our ſet Forms, than they are 
and 4 be by the Extemporary Prayers of your Diſſenting 
Teacher. . 


Well, but Forms of Prayer quench the Spirit, if not 


in the People, yet in the Miniſter. So yon may think; 


but others, as underſtanding in theſe matters as you, 


think and know otherwiſe. Nay our Saviour himſelf (if 
his Authority will avail any thing with you) thought and 
knew the contrary : for ſurely he would never have pre- 
ſcribed a Form of Prayer to his Diſciples, had he known 


or thought, that it would quench the Spirit ; and there- 


fore our Saviour's preſcribing a Form , is an undeniable 
Argument, that a Form doth not quenck the Spirit. 
That the Lord's Prayer was preſcribed as a ſet Form 
to be exactly kept to and repeated, not only as a Dire- 
ctory or Pattern how to pray, is evident from Zzke 11. 3. 
When ye pray, ſay (that is, uſe theſe very words) Ou 
Father . I know your Teachers endeavour to evade the 
force of this Argument by referring to Mar. 6. 9. where ti 
faid, Afier this manner pray ye, Our Father &. For by 
the expreſſion [After this manner] they would have un- 
derſtood , that our Saviour deſigned his Prayer only as 
a Directory or Pattern, ſhewing after what manner we 


ought to pray. But this is fo poor an Evakon or ſhift, 
that it is owing to and founded on no better gronnd than 


Ignorance. or Unskilfulneſs in the Greek Tongue. For 


our Tranſlation not exactly but Paraphraſtically, Aſier 
this manner,) doth properly ſignifie, and ſhould with 
greater Accuracy be render'd, & or ws. And then what 
will in eſſect be the Difference between St Znke's expteſ- 


hon, hen ye pray, ſay; Our Father &. and between that a 
of St Matthew , Pray ye ſo or thus , Our Father exc. Do 
not Both Expreſſions plainly denote, that the very Words | 


ef the Lord's Prayer were enjoyned by our Saviour to be 


gout are to be informed, that the Greek word (render d 


pt n 
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kept to, and conſequently that the Lord's Prayer was de- 
ligned by our Saviour to be a ſet Form; and not only a 
Directory or Pattern of Prayer? a 57 

What then is to be ſaid next? why, after all, if Forms 
of Prayer do not Quench the Spirit, yet urely Praying 
| by a Form cannot be Praying by the Spirit. I am very 
ſenſible , Neighbour , that you lay a mighty ſtreſs upon 
Praying by the Spirit, and that you are moſt miſerably 
deceived by the Wrong Notion you have of it; and there- 
ſore in order to undeceive you (if poſſible) I ſhall give 
you this plain and full account of the matter. To Pray 
is uſed in two different Senſes, ſometimes to Make à new 
Prayer, ſometimes to Say 4 Prayer already made. Now tis 
* readily granted that to Pray by a Form is not to Pray by 
the Spirit in the fit Senſe : namely, as it denotes to 
e Make a new Prayer by the * aſſiſtance. But I delire 

to know, where it is required in Scripture, that we ſhould. 
. 4 thus Pray, that we ſhould Make a new Prayer, when we 
e- aaddreſs our ſelves to God, even in Publick. Take care 
3- __ Neighbour, that this abſurd Opinion doth not owe it's 
ur Birth to no better Principle, than the mere Corruption 
ne of your Nature: take care leaſt, becauſe yon perceive your 
8 ſelf to be moſt pleaſed with Novelty in Prayers, as well 
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dy as in other things, you are therefore apt to think, that 
n- God likewiſe is beſt pleaſed with New Prayers: for you 
as muſt remember, that ſuch a Notion of God as this, makes 
we up part of the Character of a Wicked Man, Pſalm 50. 
ft, V. 16, 21. But mo the wicked God ſays —— Thou thoughteſt 
an tha I was altogether ſuch an one as thy ſelf. Sure I am our 
74 Saviour thought that God was not in the leaſt more de- 
r 


lighted with any ſuch Novelty in our Prayers, and there- 
forte that there was no need of the Spirit's aſſiſtance to 
make new Prayers, when we preſent our Petitions to 
God: in as much as our Saviour has taught us, len 
ne pray, to ſay (the ſame Prayer, to wit,) Our Father c. 


And he did the like himſelf; for as we read that he 
prayed Thrice to have the Cup paſs from him, fo we read 
likewiſe that each of the three times he prayed, ſaying the 
Same words ; ſee Mark 14. 19. 3 with At. 26. 44. 
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"Tis evident then both from the Direction and Practice of 
our Saviour, that God doth not require of us to Pray 
by the Spirit in this firſt Senſe, and therefore that tis no 
. Objection at all againſt Praying by Forms, that tis not 
in this Senſe Praying by the Spirit. Belides, Neighbour, 
you ſhould conlider that even in your own Meetings no 
one can Pray by the Spirit in this Senſe , but only the 
Teacher, becauſe no one but he Makes the Prayers there 
uſed; the Reſt can but attend to his Prayer, and they 
may attend as well (and much better) to a Form, and 
therefore in reſpect of you, who are only an Heater, tis 
the ſame, whether a Prayer be made or a Form faid. And 
thus I have ſufficiently ſhewn the weakneſs of your Ob- 


by che againſt Praying by Forms, becauſe tis not Praying 


_ Spirit, as thereby 15 meant Making new Prayers by 
the Spirit. 
I 7 now to the ſecond Signification of Praying 
by the Spirit, wherein it denotes to Say a Prayer already 
made by the Spirit's affiſtance. And in this Senſe I am 
confident, that Praying by a Form may be the very fame. 
as Praying by the Spirit. For whoſoever ſays a good Form 
of Prayer devoutly, prays by the Spitit: for as much as 
Devotion is owing to the Spirit's aſſiſtance. But now 
certainly you cannot deny, that a Man may Pray by a 
Form, and yet pray devoutly : and therefore you cannot 
deny, but that a Man may pray by a Form and yet pra 
by the Spirit, even in the moſt requiſite Senſe, becauſe 
in that Senſe, which is abſolutely neceſſary to render our 
Prayers Acceptable to Sod: whereas Praying by the Spi- 


rit in the other Senſe, as it denotes Making a new Prayer, 


is not (as I have above proved) neceſſary to render our 
Prayers acceptable. Wherefore I beſeech you to conſider, 
what you can deſire more of a Prayer, than that it ſhould 
be Acceptable to, God; and how Unreaſonable are all 
| your Scruples againſt Forms of Prayer, ſince tis not to be 
denied, but Forms may be uſed moſt Acceptably to God. 


Wherefore it neceſſarily follows from what has been # 
ſaid, that your Objections againſt, Forms of Prayer, both 
as Quenching the Spirit, and alſo as not being Prayers by 2, 
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the Spirit, are Groundleſs and Falſe, and ſo can by no means 
be any Jaſtification of your Separating from our Church. 

And thus I might diſmiſs this Point, but that I am 
willing to give you all the Satisfaftion I poſſibly can; 


* and therefore I think fit here to take notice of another 


Cavil made uſe of by ſome of your Party, which is this: 
that if ſet Forms do not quench the Spirit, and may be 
uſed Acceptably to God; then it will however follow , 
that ſuch as are able to read , may read Forms of Prayer 


XZ themſelves at Home, and not trouble themſelyes to come 


to Church; or at leaſt that there is no Occaſion for Mi- 
niſters to read Prayers in the Church, ſince Others can 
do it as well as they. I anſwer, that neither of theſe 
Conſequences do juſtly follow: For in matters re- 
lating to God's Worſhip, we muſt be carefull to do as 
God hath appointed us. Now God requires us to give 
him Pablick Worſhip as well as Private, (as appears 

many places of Scripture, particularly from Lev. 23. verſes 
33 7 21, 24, 27, 36. in the Old Teſtament; and from John 


20.19. As 2. 1, 46. and 3. 1.and 20.7. Heb. 10. 25. &c. 
in the New Teſtament) and therefore tho” a man may be 


able to read the Common Prayers of the Church at Home, 
yet that will by no means excuſe him from attending the 
ſaid Prayers, when uſed Publickly in the Church. Nei- 
ther doth it follow, that there is no need of Miniſters, or 
Perſons peculiarly ſet apart, to read prayers in the Church, 
becauſe that many Others can read | $64 as well as they: 
for as much as God has thought fit to require, that no one 
ſhall Miniſter or perform any ſuch ſacr Office to him in 
the Church or Publick Congregation , but ſuch as are 
peculiarly ſet apart to that end; (as may be ſeen in many 
other places of Scripture, but particularly Hieb. 5. werſes 
4, and 5.) And perhaps the truth of this matter cannot 
be made clearer to you, than by putting you in mind of 
the like Caſe in reſpe& to the Prieſts under the Law. It 
cannot be doubted, but that there were Many among the 
Other Tribes of the Iſraelites, that were as Able to carry 
the Ark, and do ſuch other Offices appertaining to the Ta- 
bernacle as the Levites were: and therefore according to 


B 3 the 


22 A Letter from a eMimiſter 

the abovementioned way of arguing, Others might carry 
the Ark &c. as well as the Levites, becauſe they were as 
Strong and Able to do 1t as the Levites were. Whereas 
you read that God did not think fit to allow, that any 


Other but the Levites ſhould have an hand in bearing the * 


Ark &c. Nun. 1. v. 50, 51, &c. Deut. 10. v. 8. In like 
manner, tho Others may be able to read Prayers Publick- 
ly as well as Miniſters, yet none but Miniſters ought to 
read Prayers in the Church; becauſe God hath command- 
ca that none ſhall Miniſter to him, but ſuch as are thus 
peculiarly ſet apart to his Service, as our Miniſters ate. 
And thus I have endeavoured to give you full ſatisfaction 
as to all your Objections againſt Forms of Prayer. 


Obj. 4. There ate likewiſe ſome Texts urged by yon 
2gainſt the Obſeryation of our Feſtivals or Holy-Days, as 
Gal. 4. 10. Te obſerve days c. Col. 2. 16. Let no man judge 
you in reſpect of an Holy-day . But pray, Neighbour, 
why are you wont to ſtop at Holy-day in the laſt Text, 
and not quote the whole Verſe? why, the Reaſon is clear, 
becauſe the remaining part of that Verſe plainly ſnews, 
that the ſaid Verſe makes no more againſt Holy-days, than 
it doth againſt Sabbath-days : for the latter part of the 
Verſe runs thus, Let no man judge you — in reſpect of an 
Hoh day, or of the New moon, or of the Sabbath days. $o in 
reſpect to Gal. 4. 10. tis undeniable that the Obſervation 
of Lord's-days is the Obſervation of days: and therefore 
this Text alſo makes no more againſt the Obſervation of 
Holy-days, than it doth againſt the Obſervation of Lord's- 
days, Since therefore you and your Party acknowledge, 
that, notwithſtanding theſe Texts, a Man may be ſo far 
from being Blameabſe for obſerving our Lord's-days or 
Sabbath days, that he may and ought to be Judged for 
Not obſerving them; you muſt alſo acknowledge, that a 
Man may be fo far from being Blameable for obſerving 
our Holy-days, that he may and ought to be Judged for 
Not obſerying them. e 

Will you ſay, that we read in other places of Scripture, 
that the Apoſtles kept our Sabbath- days or Lord - days, _ 

| ; ar 


EW 
8 


= „  - +1 A i4 +, © 4 my 


a ac > a a or. 2a anda a itn A. ii. 20m a> a> alas a ov a> _ as > 


nog * lt x 1 
6 * s = 
* n 8 Pg 4 


To a Diſſenting Pariſhioner 23 
ſor this Reaſon theſe Texts are not to be underſtood 
againſt keeping our Sabbath-days. I reply, that in like 
manner we read in other places of Scripture , that the 
Apoſtles kept Feſtivals or Holy-days , and therefore ( by 
your own way of arguing) theſe Texts are not to be un- 
derſtood againft our Holy-days. Nay , I might further 
add, that, whereas there- 15 no expreſs Command or Di- 
rection for keeping our Sabbaths to be found in Scripture, 
there is an expreſs Command or Direction to be found 
for keeping a Feaſt or Holy-day, to wit, 1 Cor. 5. 8. There- 
fore let us the Feaft, or ( as the word may, and 1s 
render'd in the Margin of our Greater Bibles) the 1 
If you delire, Neighbour, to be informed, what then 1s 
the true meaning of theſe two Texts, Gal.4. 10. and Cl. 2. 16. 
which you = raught to underſtand ina wrong Senſe 
againſt our Holy-days, I will inform you. St Pau blames 
e Galatians 6 obſerving Jewiſh Days, whether Holy- 
days or Sabbath-days, on a Jewiſh gr wrong Princip 
namely, as if the Law of Moſes was ſtill in force to ob- 


lige them thereunto. For that even Jewiſh Days, parti- 
cularly Feſtivals, might be obſerved without blame, if 


they were ſo not on the forementioned wrong Princi- 
ple, is evident from St Paule own Practice, Acii 18. 21. 
This is the true cauſe of St Paul blaming the Galatians 
for obſerving Days: and now (Pray) conlider how this 
can poſſibly make againſt us of the Church of England, 
ſince the Holy-days we obſerve, are neither Jewiſh Holy- 
days, nor obſerved by us on the Jewiſh wrong Principle 
above mentioned. In like manner St Paul tells the Co- 
loſſians, that o man onght to judge them in reſpect of 


any Jewiſh Woly-day &c. but that they might without Sin 


either keep ot not it, for as much as neither the one 
nor the other was actually enjoyned them by Chriſt, or 
the Governours of tho Chriſtian Church. And what is 


4 this ainſt our Holy- days? which are not Jewiſh ones, 
and which (though Indifferent, and ſo might or might 


2 e 6 _ own —_ yet) 15 
to ept by us, becauſe they are actually enjoyned by 
the Goyernours of our Church. | ; | 
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Tho' what hath been already faid, is abundantly ſuffi- 
cient to ſnew the weakneſs of your Objection againſt our 
Holy-days; yet I cannot forbear putting the matter ſtill 
more Home. You and your Party Religiouſly obſerve 
the Faſt-days and Thankigiving- days, appointed on ac- 
count of or in relation to the Preſent War: Now, pray, 
why do you comply ſo readily with the Obſervation of 
theſe Faſts or Feſtivals, and yet ſcruple ſo much to obſerve 
other Eaſts or Feaſts? Surely the obſerving of theſe Faſts 


or Feaſts, is the Obſerving of Days: furely theſe Faſts 


and Feaſts are Holy-days, as much as other Faſts or Feaſts; 
and are appointed by Divine Authority no more than 
the reſt. And as for Humane Authority, theſe Faſts are 
appointed only by Proclamation, whereas All the ſtated 
Faſts and Feaſts of our Church are appointed by Act of 
Parliament, which your Party thought about the year 
1648. to be of much greater Authority than a Procla- 
mation. And now what is the Neceſſary Conſequence of 
ſuch your Behaviour but this, viz. that either you are 
Really perſwaded in your Conſciences, that tis Sin- 
full to obſerve Days, and yet will obſerve the Faſt-days 
and Thankſgiving-days in relation to the Prefent War , 
and offend God rather than offend the Civil Government; 
or elſe you are Not really perſwaded in your Conſciences, 
that tis ſinfull to obſerve Days, but only Pretend fo to 
be, in order to defend your Schiſm, and thus you become 
guilty of Inlincerity and downright Hypocriſy 2 


Obj. 5. Another Objection taken from Scripture is 
againſt our Biſhops being called Zord Biſhops ; for as much 
as it is ſaid, 1 Pet. 5. 2, 3. Feed the Flock of God h. 
Neither as being Lords over God's  Fleritage. I cannot here 
forbear plainly telling you, Neighbour, that I muſt think 
you either not Serious, when you thus apply this Text; 
or elſe very Ignorant, and very much Abuſed by your 
Teacher, wholoever He was that pat this abſurd Obje- 
Aion into your mouth. 7s Lord it over God's Heritage 
is undoubtedly a great Piece of Pride, and conſequently a 
great Fault; and therefore how can you poſlibly _— 

| + that 
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that our Biſhops would ſuffer themſelves to be called Lord 
Biſhops on fo, Baſe an account? for as much as the Title 
of Lords, if given them for this Reaſon, would be a 
mark not of Honour, but the greateſt Reproach. And 
therefore let me beſeech you, from this — Inſtance 
to take notice and conſider, how groſsly your Ignorance 
hath been abuſed by him who taught you this Argument. 
If you would be ſet right as to this matter, you are to 
know, that our Biſhops are called Lord Biſhops, not on 
account of their becoming ſo, merely by being Biſhops 3 
but becauſe they are thereupon made alſo Peers and Lords 
of the Kingdom : and therefore ſtriftly ſpeaking, they are 
Lords only in a Civil Senſe, the Reaſon of their bein 


” called Spiritual Lords being only to denote, that the f 


Lords are Spiritual Perſons, and fo to diſtinguiſh them 
from the others called Temporal Lords, who are not Spi- 
ritual Perſons. To be ſhort, 1 appeal to your own Con- 
ſcience, whether you can think, that your own Teachers 
would become a whit the worſe Teachers, if the Govern- 
ment ſhould think fit to make them Lords. And this may 


abundantly: ſuffice to ſhew you the Folly and Abſurdity 
of this Objection. : 


Obj. 6. But further by way of Objection againſt our 
Biſhops you are wont to demand, whether Presbyters are 
not called Biſhops in the New Teſtament , particularly 
Phil. 1. 1. and 1 Tim. 3. 1 c. Well, and what then? 
why then, doth it not follow that Presbyters and Biſhops 
are One and the fame Order? No, by no means, as I 
ſnall make plain by an Inſtance now adays familiar amongſt 
us, Deacons as well as Presbyters are frequently called 
Curates and Miniſters, and yet I ſuppoſe you will not allow 
that Deacons and Presbyters are one and the ſame Order, 
only becauſe they have a name Common to them Both. In 
like manner it doth not follow, that Presbyters are of the 
lame Order with thoſe of the Apoſtolical Rank, only be- 
cauſe they have Both the ſame Common name of Biſhops 
applied to them in the New Teſtament. In ſhort, you 
are to know that the great Doctrine, which the Church 


# * 
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of England inſiſts upon, is, that from the Times of the 
Apoſtles there have been Three diſtin&- Orders in the 
Miniſtry : and this Doctrine ſtands Firm and Unalterable, 
however the Names given to ſome of thele Orders may 
have been Altered. That the Name of Biſhops was at 
the very firſt given promiſcuevſly to the two Superior Or- 
ders, is not denied: but tis certain, that the name was 
appropriated only to the 3d or Apoſtolical Order in the 
very beginning of the Second Century, and therefore in a 
very ſhort time after the Writings of the New Teſtament, 
and conſequently in the very times of Thoſe who con- 
verſed with the Apoftles, and therefore could not but 
have a right Underſtanding as to theſe matters. And as 
what is here ſaid concerning the Doctrine of the Church 
of England ſtands Firm and Unalterably true, in reſpect 
te the Three diſtin Orders in the Miniſtry ,/ notwith- 
ſtanding the uſe of ſome Names given to ſome of the 
Orders may have been ſomewhat Altered: So likewiſe 
the ſame Doctrine ſtand: Unalterably true, notwithſtand- 
ing any Alterations that have been or may be made, 
in reſpect to the extent of Juriſdiction or Dioceſſes of 


_ thoſe ſeveral Perſons of the Apoſtolical Order, which we 


now days call Biſhops. For Dioceſſes may be wider or 
narrower : many Pariſhes or Counties, and but ſingle 
Counties, but parts of a County, but ſingle Pariſhes; and 
yet All this will make no Alteration, as to the Real Di- 
ſtinction between the Three Orders in the Miniſtry, which 
15 All that the Church of England inſiſts upon, and which 
3s really true from the Univerſal conſent of Antiquity. 
Inſomuch that the fame Doctrine hath been acknow- 
ledged to be True by the moſt Jndicions and Learned men 
that ever your own Party had. I could add a great deal 
more upon this Subject, was your Education ſuch as ren- 
der'd you capable to judge thereof: for which Reaſon I 
have confined my ſelf to ſuch Arguments, as I thought 
level to your capacity, and which are ſufficient to con- 
vince you of the Weakneſs and Abſurdity of thoſe Ob- 
jections, which you make uſe of againſt our Epiſcopal 
Government. 1s y 

2 ; 0 Obj. 7. 
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Obj. 7. Proceed we next to that Text urged by you for 
Liberty of Conſcience in Religious matters, to wit, Gal. 
5. 1. Stand faſt in the Liberty wherewith Chrift hath made us 
free. Now you are to know, that the Liberty here 
ſpoken of, relates only to the yoke.or D of the 
Levitical Law ſrom which indeed Chriſt has made us free, 


and do's not denote any Freedom allowed you by Chriſt 


for doing what you will, in reference to Religious matters 


wnder the Goſpel. No, on the quite contrary, as Chriſt 
hath ſer us at Liberty from the Bondage of the Law, fo 
hath he required our ſtricteſt Obedience to ſuch as he hath 
appointed to Rule and Govern his Church under the 


; 1 Goſpel, as I have above largely proved from Feb. 13. 17. 


As to that other Text ſometimes urged to this ſame pur- 


1 poſe, 1 Theſ]. 5. 21. Prove all things, I might ſhew how the 


deſign of the Apoſtle is quite miſunderſtood by ſuch as thus 
apply it; I might ſhew, how the greateſt wickedneſs as 
well as Errors may thereby be juſtified, if theſe words are 


ſo to be underſtood, as to give leave to try and experi- 
ment All things: but I paſs over this, becauſe All that can 


be objected from theſe words, are fully anſwered by the 
remaining part of the Verſe, Hold faſt that which is Good. 
For, I have ſhewn that in order to Hold faſt that which is 
Good, you muſt Obey and ſubmit your ſelves to thoſe that have 
Rule over you in the Church of Chriſt, and conſequently 
muſt not Separate your ſelf from their Communion. 


Obj. 8. The laſt, Text that remains to be taken notice 
of, as capable of being miſapplied by you, is Rem. 14. 23. 
I hate ver is not of Faith, is Sin. Whence you may perhaps 
argue, that it being not of Faith in you, that is, it being 
contrary to your Perſwaſion or Judgement, to joyn Com- 
munion with us; it would therefore be a Sin in yon to 


; Do it, and conſequently for That Reaſon (if for no other) 
vou ought to Abſtain from our Communion. Now 1 


deſire you, Neighbour, to conſider, that if this Text is 
ſo to be underſtood as you would have it, viz, that any 
Man s Private Perſwaſion (how groundleſs ſacyer ) of a 


. thing's 
[I | 
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thing's being Sinfull, do's entirely Excuſe him from doing 
the thing, then by this Text a Papiſt, nay a Jew, nay a 
Very Heathen may juſtifie his manner of Worſhip, as well 
as you juſtiſie thereby your Separation. For either the 
Papiſt, or the Jew, or the Heathen may urge, that he is 
verily Perſwaded in his Conſcience, that he onght not 
to change his Religion. And thus you may fee what a 
weak Pretence this Text affords you for your Separation; 
ance tis altogether as Good a Defence for Popery , [u- 
daiſm and downright Heatheniſm. In ſhort, the Scri- 
pture is given to us to be the Rule of Faith, and there- 
fore your Faith is to be entirely guided and directed there- 
by; and conſequently whenever your Faith or Perſwaſion 
is not agreeable to the Scriptures, it becomes Sinfull : and 
this is the very Caſe as to your Separation. For the 
Scriptures oblige you to Submit to the Gorernours of the 
Church in All things not Sinfull ; and therefore for you 
to be Perſwaded, that you are not to Submit to them in 
things not Sinfull , is its ſelf a very great Sin. If you 
deſire to know, what then is the true import of the Text 
thus miſapplied by you, you are to conſider on what Oc- 
caſion the Words were ipoken by St Pani, which was in 
reference to ſuch Particulars as were not determined, ei- 
cher by the Scriptures or the Governours of the Church, 
but were left to every Man's own Private Determination : 
And in this Caſe the Rule given by the Apoſtle holds ve- 
ry good and true, and is to be carefully obſerved, Every 
Man being bound not to do in ſuch matters what he 
thinks Sinfull ; though it be not ſo really in its ſelf. 
But now this is by no means your Caſe as to the matter 
under Conlideration 3 foraſmuch as your Separation is 
Determined by the Holy Scriptures to be Sinfull ; and 
alſo: foraſmuch as thoſe Particulars, on pretence whereof 
you Separate from us, are ſuch as (tho' Undetermined by 
the Scriptures, yet) are Determined by the Lawfull Au- 
thority of. the Church : which Authority you ought to 
Submit and give a Preference to, before your own Private 
Perſwaſion. | & 
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And thus I have anſwered ſuch Objections as are com- 
monly drawn by your Party ſtom Texts of Scripture, and 
carry with them any ſhew of Argument. I proceed now 


to Tuch other Objections made by you, as are not draws 
from Scripture. of 


Obj. 9. You ſay then, that the Act of Toleration do's 
permit you to Separate from our Communion, and there- 
fore you may Lawfully do it; and if Lawfully, then with- 
out Sin. Now the Act of Toleration is but a very poor 
Defence of your Separation, and can by no means ſu- 
ſtife it. For you muſt acknowledge, that tis not in the 
power of an Act of Parliament to make that to be no 
Sin, which God hath made Sinfull : and therefore ſince 
your Separation from our Church is (as this Paper proves} 
Sinfull according to the Scriptures, it will follow that 
the Act of Toleration cannot make it to become Unſimfull. 
And ſuch a Notion, as you entertain of the Act of Tolera- 
tion proceeds only from your Ignorance of the Deſign of 
the ſaid Act, which do's by no means go about to Juſtifie 


your Separation, but only Frees you from ſuch Civil Pe- 


nalties, as the Separatiſts were before liable to, chiefly 
for ſome Politick Ends of the Civil Government, as is evi- 
dent from the Preamble of the ſaid Act. And therefore 
when you urge, that 'tis Lawfull for you to Separate, be- 
cauſe the Laws of the Land allow you ſo to do, and what 
is Lawfull, cannot be Sinfull ; you only put a great Fal- 
lacy or Cheat upon your ſelf, for want of duly conſider- 
ing that the word Lawfull is capable of a Double mean- 
ing, of one as it is * N to the Laws of God, and of 
another as it is applied to the Laws of Man. Whatſoever 
is Laufull in reference to the Laws of God, that indeed 
cannot be Sinfull; but a thing may be Lawfull in refe- 
rence to Humane Laws, and yet be very Sinfull, becauſe 
tho it may be permitted by Humane Laws, yet it may be 
not permitted by the Laws of God. And this laſt Cafe 
is exactly the Caſe of Separation; which though it be 
permitted by the Act of Toleration, and on that account 
may be to be Lawfyll in reference to the Laws 2 
. t 
* 
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the Land; yet is not permitted but forbid in Scripture, 
and therefore cannot be Lawfull, but Sinfall in reference: 
to the Laws of God whereby you muſt be judged at 
the Day of Judgement, when the Act of Toleration will 


by no means be a ſufficient Plea to juſtifie your Sin of 
Separation. 


Obi ro. Another Objection commonly made uſe of by 


you is, that our Manner of Divine Worſhip is not fo 


Pure, as that obſerved in your Difſenting Conventicles. 
But this is no other than a dowright Falſhood : for I defire 
you to conſider that the Worſhip of God can truly be 
{aid to be more or leſs Pure, only as it is more or lefs 
Agrecable to the Will of God revealed in the Holy Scri- 
ptures. Now I affirm, that our manner of Worſhip is as 


Agrecable to the Scriptures as yours is: foraſmuch as no- 


thing required by the Scriptures as Neceſſary to Divine 
Worlhip is Omitted, and nothing Forbid by the Scri- 
ptures is made Uſe of in our Divine Service. Well, but 
we have, you fay, Some things, which though they are not 
forbid, yet neither are they required by the Scriptures, and 
therefore theſe might be let alone, eſpecially ſince we do 
not read, that the Apoſtles uſed any ſuch things. The 
| weakneſs. of this Objection might be ſhewn many ways: 
I ſhall chooſe to do it only by Retorting it upon your 


ſelyes,- that you likewiſe make uſe of Some things in your 


Worſhip, which though not forbid, yet neither are they 
required by the, Scriptures. For inſtance, you have Pal- 


pits for your Teachers, as we have for our Miniſters : but 


now neither do the Scriptures forbid or require them, nor 


do we read that the Apoſtles were wont to Preach out of 
Pulpits. And having mentioned this inſtance wherein 


we and you Agree, I ſhall proceed to another wherein 
we Diſagree, and ſhew that (though we uſe it and you 


do not, yet) our Worſhip is as Pure as yours; I mean 


the Surplice. For pray give me a good Reaſon it you can, 


why it ſhould'be leſs. Pure for the Miniſter to pray or 
reach in a Surplice, becauſe the Scriptures don't expreſſ- 


y require it, and the Apoſtles did not (likely) make = I 
"8: . 
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To a Diſſenting Pariſbioner. I 
of it, than tis for the Miniſter to pray or preach in a 
Pulpit, ſince neither do the Scriptures require, nor did 
the Apoſtles make uſe of a Pulpit. 


Obj. 11. Ay, but you further Object, that we agree with 
the Papiſts in the uſe of the Surplice ( which therefore 
you are pleaſed to call the Rag of Popery ) and in many 
other things belonging to Divine Services. And fo do 
you likewiſe agree with the Papiſts in the uſe of the Pal- 
pit; (which therefore way as aptly be called the Log of 
Popery ) and in many other things belonging to Divine 
Service. But pray conſider, whether Any thing that is 
not Sinfull in it's ſelf, do's therefore become Sinſull, only 
becauſe the Papiſts make uſe of it, or do the like. If fo, 
then tis Sinfull for a Miniſter (when he officiates) not 
only to wear a Surplice upon hit other Cloaths, but even 
to wear a Shirt under them; For I dare ſay, that the Po- 
piſh Prieſts wear Shirts as well as Surplices. Nay; If this 
be true, then we muſt not Believe the Scriptures, muſt not 
Believe in Chriſt, becauſe the Papiſts do the like. And 


is not this, Admirable Doctrine? Is not this enough to 


ſhew you the Abſurdity of this Objection, invented and 
made uſe of by the Ring- leaders ot your Party, only to 


' deceive Ignorant and Unthinking People, to whom the 


name of Popery ſerves for a Scare- crow, whilſt they know 


not, what truly is or is not Popery. 


Obj. 12. Another great Pretence for your Separation is 
that of Bener Edifying : but this is no more than a mere 
Pretence. For the word Zdifying do's denote in plain En- 
ith the ſame as Building up, and is made uſe of on Ac- 
count of the Church of Chriſt being frequently compared 
in the Scriptures to a Building or Houſe. New this Spi- 
citual Building or Church of Chriſt being but One, there- 


7 tore to be Fdified mult denote in the ſtricteſt and true Senſe 


being made a Par: of that One Building, or a Member of 


chat One Church. And therefore 'tis impoſſible that any 


Teacher ſhould Edifie you, who promotes a Separation, 
juſt as tis impoſſible to Build up apy Houſe by * the 
tones 
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Stones and other Materials thereof, and putting of them 
into different Parcels, inſtead of Uniting or putting them 
2 » whereby alone they can be Built up into an 
ouſe. 
| But you will ſay, you don't know what the word Edi- 
3 Hing may ſtrictly ſigniſie; but what you mean theteby is 
14 Profuing in Spiritual Knowledge. In anſwer hereto T maſt 
take the Freedom plainly to inform you; that the Truths 
| of the Goſpell and the ſeveral parts of ſaving Knowledge 
are by none more clearly and plainly laid open and taught, * 
** than by the Miniſters of the Church of England. And 
1 therefore if you will not Profit in hearing dur Miniſters, 
14 as well as any other Teachers, the. fault ſies only at your 
<4 own door, as proceeding only from Humour' or Preju- 
I 4 dice, or ſome ſuch like Bad Principle; and conſequently 
it can be no warrantable ground for your Separation. 
Nay, I muſt go farther! and tell you, that ( ftrifly 
peaking) tis impoſſible for you to Profit by hearing your © 
Schiſmatical Teachers; foraſmuch as by ſo doing you ſin, 
and no Spiritual Profit can ariſe from Sin, In a word, 
vou would do well ſeriouſly to remember, that Better Edi- \ 
tying or Profiting mote in Knowledge, was the very Bait, 
which the Devil at firſt made uſe of ro Deceive Adam and 
Eve; the motive whereby he perſwaded them to Eat of 
the Forbidden Fruit being no other than this, that they 
= ſhould become more Wiſe or 38 , than they were 
1 afore, Gen. 3. 5,6. How miſerably our firſt Parents were 
deluded by this Specious Pretence of the Devil, I ſuppoſe 
are not ignorant of; and I pray God that He would 
1 to give you a true and timely Sight of your 7 
own Folly, in ſuffering your ſelf to be miſerably ſeduced 
by the like Craftineſs of the'Deyul, OR 


1 1 


Obj. 13. Proceed we next to that other Pretence for 
your Separation, that you cannot but think your Teach- _ 
er to be a true. Miniſter of Chriſt, becauſe he is a GO 
Liver and preaches the Truths of the Goſpel. As to the 
firſt Particular, your Teacher's being a Good Liver, furely 2 
that can be no Evidence of his being a True . A 
| 8 riſt: 
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Omi: fer if fo,” than "twill folfow that every Good Li. 
wary Y 2 Voie Miniſter Chyift, and con ly Your 

a Tre iſtet er of Cui, which yet you 
8 you are 2 Gp Liver in the 
our Teqcher is: namely, as 4 Good Livet 
1 15 Good Moral Mart. But if by a Good Liver 
Pod mean a Good Chriſtian, then neither you nor yout 
Tencher can be alloged e be ſuch: Foraſmuch as yon 
wilfally and in y aber and promote what is moſt 
Nteicty' forbidden by diam, I mean Diviſion in the 
Church. Sce 1 Cor. I. 10. and 3. 3. KI rar As 18. 
As to the ther patticular whereby you i mel boa 
* Teacher to be a True Miniſter of Chriſt viz. beca 

A — 1 the Truths of the Goſpel: to bis zuſwer, that 
1 2 ＋ may preach 'Up ſome Truths of the Golpel, and 
far from being a 'Trye Miniſter of 'Chrift ( 2s for 
? um other Reaſons, ſo 6 becadſe he may preach Dou 
or Againſt other Tturhs of the” Goſpel. And this is the 
* Caſe of Alf your Teachers, who maintain and encourage 
Divition in the Cuurch coftrary to one principal Do- 
Ctine of the Goſpel. Aud pray confider, 'what is a more 
 cominon way for, Cleats to put off their Ball wates, than 
by putting ſome. Good among them, And now I am 
upon the Life and Docttitie oh your Te * cannot 
dat think ft a proper Orcaſion os You in mind of 
wha is laid down in the Scriptures coocet ning ch Lives | 

and Doctrines of Falſe Rede of Teichets,” Pray con- 
— that you are again and a Profle, informed im the Hol 


criptures , 25 the Falſe Hock atiſe, 
be n 5 of Oo ard A a. of fe 
© dinary Piety, o t they might there ore ea 
| 25 uce 2 rut Their” 4-3 'T this” Savio 
2 forewatns you, At. 7. 2 Sc. to 7 Falſt ede 
which come 10 yon in Sheep's chain Jt Ymardly they 
»Þ . mig Waves. To whith our Saviou 724 4747 
lible Rule whereby to kno u fdch Falſe 4 5 ib, 57 1 85 
| ſtanding their Sheep's cloathing and out ot San- 
Kier, V. 6. Te [hall know chen by 40 Math . e by 
Fruits — underſtood _ 600 Siu Lit&s, be- — 
f cauſe 
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24 A Letter from a. Mimfler 
cauſe our Sayiqur tells us, 9 2 Tk ſhould appear Out- 


wardly Good; but  ratiqnall 
.. nah, the El. G ben ber Do ine, whic .. 


ae e o ſome. Ill. p 
other. Accordingly th bel b very app ied 
on Ds of your Teachers to; be Falſe — 
eke Sanctity they — — he pf in thi 
. yet their Doctrine ach the main to ſo-· 
ment and Di oa, e Ry To this Cha- 
our Sa 


racter of. 155 le Prophets giv yianr. may bo 
added that of $ | Pax, e 13. &c. For ſi . 7 4 
themſetves 


ApoFiles , D 
fe oft of Claris 2 Piece ren. St Paul expreſily 
makes it one 258 of the Character — Falls 15 — 
they ſhould. transfo rm. (or in app 1 
2 into the Apoſtles of : and, be 8. — al 55 
natural account pf their o doi in the two Verles 

fol lowing 3 L Fur Satan „ 
into an : therefore it 1s no great > 
Anifer alſo. ber —— a the Minifters 1 
And if you look back 10 the beginning 

ou may thene gather, that The. Artifices, 4 — . 

alſe Apoſtles di . 4 ſeduce. the People, were much 

lame 2 4, A1. the 3 Teachers now . 


J W gle rare 11. (compare red wi 
wy on, con- 
55 whereby PN Firlt TE rents Hs 


dab 45 A 11 the” Re 
ard, as you may learn from Verſe . to 
great an * gement is there between 
15 = by the Falle Teachers oo St Pauls 
ea Tear, by. Wy, tog evident 
ch fm lame e ez. and notwith- 
Ny 1 ormed as Miniſters of 
37 1987 115 2 e 
9 ther in reality 8 iſte 
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pray God to give 
catty on 


Four own Argument 

2 as through the Grace of God 1 dare boldl 
call upon you, to lay any thing to my chaige, whic 
may make me deſerve not to be e as Good a Liver 
as your Teacher, or not to preach the Truths of the Go- 
ſpell as Faithfully as he fol 4 Since therefore you muſt 


\*, acknowledge Me by your own Argument to be a True 


Miniſter of Chriſt, I call upon you further to give me 


(it you can) a good Argument for ſorſaking One who 
os St wk 2 of Chriſt, and who is placed over you 
According to the Laws of God and this Realm. 


1 are (though not in CAPO, yet) in Charity with 
1 | : A 


Ohj. 14. To the foregoing Plea taken from the Good 
Behaviour of your Pifentin Teachers (the weakneſs 
+ whereof hath been evidently ſhewn to you) I ſubjoyn the 
> Objection taken from the Bad Lives of ſome of our Mi- 
niſters, as if they were for that Reaſon not the Miniſters 
of Chriſt. The weaknefs' of which Objection I might 
ſhew at large, by proving that a Man may be a very Bad 
Man, and yet a yery True Miniſter ; particularly from the 
inſtance of Judas: as alſo. by Retorting the Objection 
upon your own Party, foraſmuch as there are to be found 
among your Teachers as Bad Livers as amongſt our Mi- 
niſters, But I judge it needleſs and dare Appeal to your 
own Conſcience, Whether ap mature Deliberation you 
ui not convinced therein, that the Bad Life of any Other 
'* Miniſter cannot be a ſufficient Reaſon for your withdraw- 
ing your felf from your Own Pariſh- Miniſter, whom you 


cannot Accule as being a Rad Liver. 
05% 18. Another Plea nfed by your Party is, that you 


us; 


36 A Letter from a Miniſter 
us; and that as a token of fuch'your Charity, you do not 
ſcrape now and then (a Occaſion Ned ws come to 
our Publick Service. e as to this Practice of 
ut Party commonly called Occaſional Conformity , it is fo 
from Juſtifying*your, Sepacaion, or Leſſening your 
Crime therein, that on the contrary it renders it moſi In- 
excuſable. For by ſuch Occaflonal Conformity you plain-— 
ty own; that there is nothing in our Publick Service, 
but what you Can joyn with us in, if you 7/ilt; and 
your not coming to our Publick Service Con- 
ſtantly muſt proceed ſrom no better motive than Willfull- 
ness or Obſtinacy, at leaſt not out of a Conſcientious fear 
of Sinning thereby. For ſuck à Conſcientious fear would 
not giye'yon leave to come ſo much as Now and Then 
to our Publick Service, if you really thought there was 
any thing in it which is Sinfoll. YOu” 
And as for your being (though not in conſtant Com- 
munion, yet) in Charity with us, neither do's this any 
ways warrant your Separation, or ſo much as render it 
the more Excuſable. For pray, Neighbour, conſider, whe- 
ther it would be an Allowable Enie, ſhould” a Son. tell 
his Father, or a Pupill or Scholar tell his Tutor or Ma- 
ſter, that he do's not think fit to obey his Commands or 
follow his Directions, but however is in Charity with 
bim. I dare ſay you cannot poſſibly bring your felt tis 
think, that the Son's or Scholar's thus alledging himſelf t? 
be in Charity with his Father or Maſter would truly e- 
cuſe cithet the one or the other from paying due Obe- 7 
dience to their reſpective Superiours and Guides. But now 
yours is the like Caſe. For the Biſhops or Governours 3 
of out Church are your Spiritual Fathers or Guides in 
chief; and therefore your being in Charity with Them 
or hor Mi ofe of their Garg N e 4 A 4 
or excuſe refuling to hat Obedience to their 
Orders ant Direction: as HA ht to pay: the Oblſer- 
vance of One Chriſtian duty will by no means make a- 
2 ſor the Negle@ or 8 e and Nr 2 
e being in Charity with us, will not excaſe your 2 
not ſing in S us. Beſides, Neighbour, | 


To a Diſſenting Pariſhioner. 37 


5 muſt earneſtly beg you to allow your ſelf due time ſor 
n Impartial Examination of your own heart, whether 
94 may not poſſibly Deceive your ſelf, whüld you thus 
think that you are truly in Charity with ns. That there is 
too much ground to ſuppoſe, that you may poſlibly be thas 
Deceived, you your ſelf muſt acknowledge, if — ate not 
altogethet! ignorant, what. manner of Charity your, Preſ- 
byterian Brethren in the late Great Rebellion hetyeen 
1640 and 1660, ſhewed io the Epiſcopal Party in bras 
Kingdom; not to mention the Extraprdibary Cha 
ſheten at this very Preſent by, your Bret hren to the Fee 
Party in a Kingdom not reinote. Areryou AN 
2 yout Circumſtances the Same wich Thoſe of . your 
Brechren aſo eee that . N not be 
likewiſe che Same? I am yery well aſſure 


d, that tis but 
very Reaſonable to conclude, that the Same Principles at- 
2 vob the Same Circutnſtances will always pro- 
Same Charity W. ſince this muſt, be allowed 
ras a Aba Reaſona ficlufion, I ſhall, leave you to 
whether Sk ah nere be any Proper Means 
I eflen the 0 or Hanger of your Separation, and 
2 7 5 on the 88 2 na} is not too much Ground 
EG pray that God oi his Mercy would evennore keep 
ba, a e 2 5 Ki Orea of Shewing, 


Parry item ” 
1 1 ENT 
Ts 


e come now t FE PPR 500 are p ont to 
ple, of, and. which ern I ee. che 
be: EEE . ant you Fas 

Now any) Papiſt or any ther Miſguided 
7 il fay the the 2 n 3 that 


vill yndqubedly Ve has ſor Up- 
Suk 85 ntention, where Uſe has been jt of All 


7 dhe. Means proſe 
Jet. this cannot be 


row Nala hom 
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you in all Points of Difficyley! I cannot better enſorce 
this Admonition to you, than with the Words of the 
Apoſtle, 2 Pet. 3. 16. In which (namely the Epiſtles of St 
Pant) are ſome things herd jo be wiiderFlood , whith they that 
are 2 and Unſtable wirf, as thiy do ifs the orhef. Seri- 
nth their own Define i. Hence 7986 may learn, 
that kr h there are Some 58 in the Scriptures hard 
to be underſtood, eſpecially vou that are Unlearned , 
yet if through your Unſtableneſs yon leave your True 
Teachers, and having itching Exrs (as St Phul 2 2 4. & 
ſpeaks) ehoofe to your ff Lider Teachets, and by thi 
Means and Falſe Iuſtructicnz wreſt'and miſapply * Seri 
ire your Unlearnednefs-ſhsJt be no'Excule ſor y your 
rrots befyre God, but yoot this Mifipplying the Scriptures 
ſhall turn even to your own Fin Deſtruction: which © 
Godot his infinite mercy grant ap e not be your Cale. med? | 


N. 

I be op gone thibiigh ff Objectivnis er bes 

commonly made uſe of by 'yoy and your Party , which 
carry in them fo much ab er 6f Arpiithe de 
J think at pr _ 17 is ng Sthel g Ples of Mo- 
merit, but! what wi 1 — if fo . 
ones, Whic exdy Anſwered. As for : 
Some' Ach fy, ; that they ey dir; Like dur ar way of Wor- 
ſhip, as we it; or are Wwe = 
Satisfied ooh 7 ken, do &c. Such Arguments" qt 
ſtify a Man's being an Heathen as well as his bein 5 
rail. „For af Abends may fay, that he doth L 
Fancy the Chriſtian Religion 2 8080 as n 
He is ney well Satisfied Wich his wn noone 
moſt be'a mats be Uo 


17 1 8 ae, the e Ser Meads 

ech there"are Scinit Walle uſe of by you , which 
Bae 4 möte Particmlar and Ftneate Relation! to my 
lf, and whirk therefore” 1 fia Here "Anſwer." Tes 
Objett; bat 1 bring up Net Eten, Which'you 


never 
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neter remember to be uſed _Afore in your Church. This 
jection makes Not Agiioſt, but For me. Sitite" 
New Ceremonies you mean, are no other than What our 
Cre, 127 Me and the Reſt of the Cler lergy £ to make 

berefore the Fault muſt lie, not in their being | 
Brought up Now, but in their being Laid down Defore, - l 


0h. 18. You further Object, that 1 Ao Hot * 


W 


zan, 1 need not be 
e Pray what Text hase wo to o 25 that 
ET Sermon,doth not hold out good Meaſare, un» 


leſs it folds ont as whole Run of an Hourglaſs? Th 
890 uſe before Sermon, is never ſhorter than the Lor 
; und ny Sermon is (1 dare ſay) never ſhorter 
na qui” $ariour' not thy on the Mount: and He that 
dares üs Diflike thoſe moſt Divine Compoſitions, I would 
not have Siith Such an One 0 1 Like any! thing of! mine. 


or * e. all, T Redd thy Gnas too: 
An Objettion which'ſcarce deſerves any for #6; Anſwer than 
Oye — Why nat However ack, Are not the Sctiptutes Read 
i n> gr, Are they eyet the leſ Powerful or: being 
noe! No = aig ypc and if not, then why' ſhould” a 
= 9 7 ich 7s nothing” elſe but an Explieation of 
Inks, 


of che Scrĩ „de the leſß Powerſull for 

Reads What nge Malignity is chere im Pen, 
Ink, and Papers that they can make a thing therwile 
become in a manner good for Nothing! Be- 
lades, if the Virtue of #'Serjnort be loſt by its being Written 
2 Randy  why' chen de forme of your zealous Brethren uſe 
9 wy in'T wo ht Notes after your Teachers, 
hoy come 


1 when they 
deut "W Har Sort 
kg Lu, fake pres Ro i hog victue of Ser- 


2 t i uſed by . Folk? In ſhort, 
9 Beru ſuch Notes do's proſit them that 
Hear t 


or do's not profit them; "If it doth not 
_ tet $-Joue Breeds wht thi Pains 
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mos Pax own op opt prof mins theme 
. Sermon may Profit Abe ehe e K WF 8991 


„Ae "Tha 1124 A; 88 1 8 


he 175 is e Fr 
that Ido not Preach. r on. 
day — 125 AY 2 


t only Ex pound the —— 


zpoundin Catechyy oy: Teach g dhe 
5 Chriſtiane; 77 } | 
Pre So that th 15 5 METS 


22 thar, 1 do. nat f „ ig,the 
Well, hut af ji Mit ing 
>. Lt of e as 1 ta Bo el. 


Sort of Preaching 15 never 1 r 
it, but yon your. ſelf. are DE 
Gt This, fort 9, De Preaching, i) 5 6170 55 10 
ing ( ſor e on I. 179 


Men and even by many of ypur. gw. 
know will come by many. Es ds 


chiſm  Expounded, though t ee 8 4 10 
accounts. From whence, I obſcrxe,ut 
the great, Noile: you make, about. 10 e 


not a grend among 1 Wide: — 54 
which is the moſt Likely 


- 
Q 
fie; but nne a —— maßter by, 
and! | 


4 > « 4 8 5 
+ * 6 


2 We 


not, hop. 
——— * 8810 wg e. be 
5 — Cow poſſibie) ont . — 
Separation, Id hereby acqua 
and ſalemin Allucagce giyen nne, itha 
reſt of vont Brethren; with 2 59 Both 
alwgecher keep cloſe to 


* 


T.o a Niſſentiug Pariſhioner. 41 
I. will not refalc o Comply even with your Humours. 
1 what lies within my own Power, vix in Lengthening 
— * wy Prayer before ns, and my Sermons alſo, 
only to, 150 in Preaching even without Book &c. 

will on the ſame Motive which influenced 
2 Coe namely, thet 1 may cut off occaſion 
occaſion, that wherein they Glory, they may 
{4:4 XI. 12. I have no more to add 


be found 7 | 
in. e to t Arguments made. ule of by you and your 


ed by 


— . Le nk that if thete be Any Arguments which 
and, axe not anſwer Any thing faid 
Tr Ao r information tcrou I ſhall be moſt 


ö ö 100 'p give #4 Satisfaction therein. 


| hbour, ] argely proved to 
| Bade zen es eh” a 
&; — and Sy — to the Rulers of our Church, and 
| —_ in Communion. with us; and have- 
* o preved gnderthe fourth head, that the Objections 
| — Pleas made pſe of Againſt Us and For your ſel ves, 
dae grounded on Tenn of in wrongly applied, or 
on lome other wrong Notions you: it only 
> remains nom by way of Concluſion, with all the Love 
and Kindnels.gf a Chriſtian, with all the Earneſt Con- 
qm and tender [Compaſſion of, 2 Spiritual Paſtour. to- 
wards a wandering Sheep , to Avi and Admoniſh, Ex- 
von; that you would not any longer 
hazard your Hternal. Welfare, by continuing in your" . 
Mfation ſrom out True and Apoſtolical Church 
that yon would without Delay break off your Sala br pra- 
de and ar en your ſelſ out of 
Snare of the Devil, | who. (ihtongh the cunnin 2 
e his Evil Inſtroments , that-know how to tra 
| 9 as. Migiſters of Righteouſneſs) cakes Fd 
4417 bs Will. 2 Tm. 20. and that you wouſd wit 
U gelay reconcile your ſeli. to the Church, and fo : 
a. trne member ¶ Chriſt the N of rag Church, 
through him be teconciled to God: I beſeech ov bet \ Nh 


bgur, 40.conſder again and again Shoſe words of Nw 
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he is guilty of All + For be that aid ts hof commit , 
ſaid alſo , do not Kill Now if thou commit nd Adultery, yet 


— a 


42 ner from a Minifler 
whoſathtr ſhall lelp "the while Law, and yer offind in one Paine; 


if thou Kill , thou art betorne ' Tran y of the Law. Jam. 
2. 1 700 &c. In like manner, f e b fotbid Mur- 
der, hath forbid abſo Diviſions in the Church; if theres 
fore you commit no Murder, yet if yon cauſꝭ or promote 
Divitions in the Church, you become x Tranſgreſſour of 
the Law; and cönſeguently can no mote etpect to in- 
hetit the Kingdom of Heaven, till yon pen of ſack 
vont Sin in promoting Diviſion, than à Murderer can; 
till he repents of the Murder he $5 gufft yt, 
Moreover I beſeech you,; Neighbout; to be very care 


ſull that you deal Sincerely, and do not ſaffer any thing to 


fray or bias you ſo Far as not to read and weigh che 
Arguments here offered you with all tequiſite Impartia- 
lity. Conſider again and again thoſe wörds of our Sa- 
viour Mat. 16. 26. What hall 4 Man' giwe iu exihange for 
ts Soul? and therefore let not any Temporal Advapitages 
ſo far influence yon for the preſent, a# to mae you not 
have a due concern ſor the Fature Welfate of your Soul. 
Further I muſt take the freedom to forewarn'you' in à more” 

ial manner, that the Fear of Shame in Owaing your 
if to have been in an Error, do et keep v0 rom! 


being Sincerely willing to/Diſcover your Etrot, and mm 


more ſrom Acknoywledgng it when diſcovered. ' Tou may 
poſſibly be now thought and cried up by thoſe of your' 

„to be a Perſon of great Pietyy and much En- 
Iden- with God's Grace; and cheteſore aſter ali to 
On your ſelf to have been in a Sinfull Ertor, is indeed 
a great Piece of Self denial, and which” the Pride of cor- 
rupted Nature will diſtade and keep you ſrom, if you 
conſult” only Fleſh and Blood, and hearken not to the 
Calls of Duty, and earneſtly Pray for God's Grace and 


tar 4s 


Aſſiſtance to overcome all ſuch Temprations: © 4 
Neighbour, Thoſe Wotds of St Paul in reſerence to te 

Jews, Rom. 10. v x; 2. (Brethren, my Hearts deſire am Pray 

For, T bear a 


er % God for Iſrael , that they might h ſaui 
eli rad, chet they" hace 4 G of God "Git na 


Won 


yu © GG AC mg df 0 ob = 6 «. 
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To a Diſſenting Pariſhioner. 42 
„ Knowledge: ) ſeem very applicable to You and Me. It 
is my — Ho and Prayer that you might be Saved: 
and I do beat yon record, that you have a zeal of God, 
but (then tis a the Jews was) not according to 
Knowledge, that. is, not Such as is agreeable to the right 
Underſtaniding of the Goſpel, and therefore not Such an 
2 as will ſecure-your Salvation. No the whole De- 

n of this Paper is only to iet right that Zeal you hs 
bs God, that it may be according to the true knowledge 
-of the Goſpel; ans conſequenty that it + mp be ach 2 
by” as. will — * 1 16 TE 


I Cod peradventure 
{pooch Truth, 1 


ſelf (peak in hike Gale 2 Tim a. a5.) I ſhall together 
with the Holy Angels rejoyce over you with exceeding 
great Joy: but iſ otherwiſe , I ſball however reap the Sa- 


# ; ti. faction and Comſort oſ having diſcharged the Duty of 
5 


4 Faithfull Shepherd and Watch man, inaimuch as I have 


7 + plainly and timely warned you of the Danger you are in, 
" 2nd nov: only ſo but have done it aſter inch 4 Method, 


2 (if duly made uſe of ) cannot but be much more Bene- 
; ficial to you than — — and 170 
| for the following Reaſon : 
In Diſcourſing by word of Mouch there 1 not 14 
—_— duly) — weigh the Arguments offered, Which 
may loſe a great deal: of their. Force by being 
not — or filly. underſtood: whereas when the At- 
hal hy are committed to 2 may ( Leiſute 
ha We- — 


in no 
— har enough: — heoce there is "ulgally 
ion given for diſcourſing over again and again the 
ſame Points that have been handled. aſore, and ſo 
; or no is made: wherea What is commited 
| — — is committed as it were : an Artificial Memory, 
which will faichfally and exactly keep what is fo! com- 

mitted to tit or long; een for Man's 


Nc 7 


44 Letter from a. Minter 
"w#holv life : and therefore all Occaſion of Repeating the 
Same over and over again being hereby taken away, the 
feveral Poznts; in Controveriy may be EY gone over, 
andthe Matter braught to à much quicker Iſſue. 
Further, whilſt! your Objectionꝭ againſt our Commn- 
niom lie only in your Head; and as it were conſuſedly in 
an Heap, you may poſſibly think them to be more Nu- 
merous than they are; and though you may (as you 
Urge them in Diſcourſe one aſter another) be Satisſied 
for the preſent: as to the weakneſs of Stvetal oſ them, yer 
after the Diſcourſe 1s over, you muy 
to Remember exactiy; how many of yaar Objections have 
received Satis factory Anſwers even in your own Opinion, & 
fo in a ſhort time you may conſoumiſ thnſe that have been 
Antwered with the -others that have nof\yet been Spoken 
to, and ſo look upon All as ſtill remaining yet Unan- 


fwered, and on your ſelſ as being ſtill at as a Diſtance 
from us, as you erg at the very firſt: Whereas when All 


that you have to Object or Plead, is drawn out upon Pa- 
per into one View it may poſſibly appear not to be near 
Jo much as you! imagind t to be; and alſo when the 


Objections as yon cannot but -acknow] 


leſſen, and that theto Iv not by much fo a Differente 


an Account. „ di UE Um boobs 
Lay, Your Employment calls you much from Ham 
arid' hen you are at Home, you may 


indiſpoſed by veaſpn of che |bufineſs:of the Day 'paſt ; 


— — 2 — — — 
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per Opportanities ſor dur Entring no Mi ſoourſe 
cerning dem binde aper en ber whereas this Paper 
may be preſent irh otAbroadias whllasat Home, and 
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to be Satil- 
ſactorily Anlwer'd, way , be oaſily mark d, and ſo it may 
be = diſcerned hour the Number of Qbjettions do 


not trouble your ſelf 


remaining between ds, as there was at 'farſt.,, and perhaps 
10 very Little, that you your ſelf may ſea it to he very Un- 
reaſonable for to Separate any longer com Gs on ſo ſmai! 
20 
| | . be at leĩſure 
dy reaſon of the Noceſſary Concerns off iLife, or may be 


wheriee it comes about} that tis not eaſy totliglit upon pro-—- 
con- 


attend all fit. Opportunities either dn che Field: or q 
Noe - © Houle; i 
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To a Difeenting\Pariſhicner. 45 


Houſe z and by your peruling it at ſuch times you may 
reap the Same Advantage, as if I my (df wete always pre- 
— with you and inſttucting — For though it hould 


happen, that (notw ichſtandi ng-iny eat | Endeavour to 
expreſs my felf as plainly as po ble) 


ſome Paſſages how- 
ever may occur in this Paper, which you cannot rightly 

ehend of your ſelf; theſe may be marked, till your 
Aa will permit you to come to me, who (you _— 
am moſt generally at Home; and when I. am there, 
Always be at leiſure to give you all the Inſtruct ion and 
Aſſiſtance I can, in ſetting forward: yonr Eternal Salva- 
tion; and as ſuch I ſhall cloſe all wat that Petition of 
our Excellent Litany, 


mee 


we beſeech thee to hear us, Good Lord. 
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So prays without ceaſing 
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/ - - Your Faithful-Seryant in Chriſt 
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POSTSCRIPT. | 


Nor judging it Convenient to enlarge the fore- 
going Letter to a Greater Length, I have omitted 


© Several Particulars (which 5 otherwiſe have 
been very well Inſiſted upon) till another Opportu- 
nity or Occaſion, contenting my-ſelf at preſent to exhi- 
bit ſome ſhort Heads thereof to your Serious Conlidera- 
tion, 1n the Specimen or Table following, viz. 


A Specimen or Short Table, 


I. Of the Diſagreement between the Diſſenters Own 
principles and Practices. 


The Diſſenters Principles. The Diſſenters Practices. 


and 1. The err when 
A. pry mew in |have 2 41 
their Own manner , ought not | deny Libefty of Conſtience or the 


to be Denied to Ald Sorts of | Free Exerciſe of Religion in their 


Proteſtants. Own manner to the Epiſcopal 


[tanding — — — 


matters: and ore the Faſts | dinances in Religious matters ; 


and Feſtruals Church of | and do mofi Religiouſſy obſerve 
. (vi. * — mer) the Fifth of — the 
Alb-Wedueſday, oth of Fan. Faſt - days and Feftivals or 
etc. Chrift's Birth, Circumci- Thankſgiving: days appointed in 
fron, c. The Feftivals of the | Relation to the Preſent "Tar , 
Apoftles, 2gth of May, Gr.) heagh hey be wo ether thaw Fe 
axe: 1:06 10 be obſerved, a being | mans Ordinances. | 8 


3. Kooeling « + wp 


3- The a duh 
EO ron on — — 
| 10 * 10 Quali s 
*. 2 ar Places or Offices 4 


4. 7e 


. the Time of 
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i 
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A tw 
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Paſtſcripi. 

is Superſtitious and Po- 

| 25 70 Adorn 2 or male 
dem Fine or nn 


* 


Meeting-hou Wy 
4. Several | 
FS, Diſſazers of late pr prong 2 
fed , are notwithſtanding buits 
much more Stazely and Fin ine, than 
"wa of our Pariſh Churches, 
| Expe 5. The Diſſemters do norwith- 
Len, te eee ſtanding Sy olize or Agree with 
the Papiſts, in Religious the 2 in Religious matters, 
ters, or in the manner of and particularly in the manner of 
Divine a 5 Divine Worſhip ; as will a 
my from the Particular: ſpecifed in 
25 the ſecond part of this Table: viz. 


:f14 > 21 5 


3 Ot the —— — Some Principles and 
Practices of the Diſſentets and Papiſts. 


Some prind es and Pradli- Some Principles and Practi- 
ces ol the Papiſts. c ces oſ the Diſſenters. 
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I. The 'Papiſis: make it their 
= Buſineſs to Sednce amd Draw off 
the People from the 1 
of the Church of Eng 

2. 2 . 


"OY pub Priefts, viz. Friars, Jeſiuits, of 


e. zo Preach without Book. 
3. Praying without _ 
er Extempore was 
by one Commin 4 Popi/ 24 
in order to Dram off. the People 
from Liking the Common Pray - 
er, and ſo 10 promote the ends of 
Popery ; for which he was n- 
121 Rewarded by the Pope. | 
One Thomas Heath 2 


Pop Wo, ts E K 175 60 


8 years in. 9 
ing to refine the | Prozeftants, and 
10 rake off all Smacks of Cere- 
monies, and x — 


The Diſiemers make i 
their Buſineſs to do the very 
Same. 


2. "Ts likewiſe the Praflice 
4 Di Teachers 40 
Preach without Bock. 1 
3. Praying without Form 
| or Extempore is ſtill keps up by 
the — ing Teachers, in order 
to Draw off People Liking 
the Common = ual ayer 
they much promote the ends of 
Popery, and for whcih the Pope 
ores * Many Thanks. - 
Diſtenting Teachers 
arning this Artiſice the 
ſaid Popiſh Prieſt) ſtill make uſe 
of che bkg Pleas Againſt the Ce- 
remonies of the of Eng- 
land, and Of Greater Parity in 


— 


ya Own manner of Worſhip, 10 
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33 1 
0 ne | rot Wi et, "int fo draw 

2 e e of from hs Communion of 
- 14. The Pabi wet _ * The Hiſſenters likewiſe - 
25 — ken eg, e — 
and that their Chief Guide, the Gifred than our 
Pope, is Inſpired or more Im. | , and that their 
mediarely AſGfted aud Direkte Guides are "Many, ifmt All of 
Ne I sebem) Tilſpited ar more Imme⸗ 
| ee N e eee 

eee 


r it. Whence ariſes 
N. B. One Remarkable Difference IKE the 
Diſtenters and Papiſts. 
the Papifti acknowledge but| The Diſtenters | , thet 
One (viz: the Chief) of theit | Many (if ne: ; nh ts 
Spiritual Guides to be Inſpired | ritual Guides ure Inſpired or more 
or more. Immediately. 22 Immediateſy Aldi l and Di- 
and Directed by the. Spirit, and | refied by he Spirit, and ſo have 
Him they call the Pope. (eren chem e Waere 1 6 


* 
T. a N. 

Since it thus a pears from the ſoregoi Specimen; 
chat All the guru rt of the Church ' of * promote 
the Same Common id, viz, Popery, and that by many the 
Same Common Artiſicet; it ought therefore” to be duly 
Conſidered , whether They may not All be very Properly 
and Truly comprehended in General under the Common 
Name of Papiſts, and ſo be ſubdiftingutſhed into Neman- 
Cathelick, Papiſts on one hand, and on the other hand 1 into 
Fwaviatical- Papiſts, otherwiſe called Diſßentert. 
Pray lay this ſeriouſſy to Heart and Contidd. that while 
you perhaps think your ſelves moſt Averſe and Oppolite 
to Popery, you are on the contrary taking the Right and 
moſt Ready way to Bring in Popery upon us: unleſs it 


leaſe 8 give you —.— or ſome Other means 2 
Timely Sight E Cori our PataF-Prfor ; which 
God of 0 Infinite Mercy grant | 
Amen. 


ee, FINI s * 


AKN eee ro eo Ab. 29 ae cs 


